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St. Thomasô Clergy: 
The Rev. Canon Bud Froehlich, The Rev. Dr. Alvin Robinson, The Rev. Horace Johnson 

 

Dear Friends and Members of 

St Thomas, 

 

As I indicated to Dolly, our 

Church Secretary, this article 

is to be my ñswan song.ò Upon 

further reflection, perhaps this 

ñgooseò is never going to be 

other than a goose. Iôll never 

become a swan, but I am con-

cluding my ministry with you 

next month. My last Sunday 

will be February 3rd, when 

Bishop Keyser joins us for 

Confirmation and Baptism. 

I wish to express my deep 

gratitude and appreciation for 

the opportunity to be your 

Interim Rector. This has been 

a very rich time. I have grown 

to know and love you and St. 

Thomas Church. This is one of 

the truly great churches in the 

Diocese of Florida. It is 

healthy, active, vibrant, and 

spiritual ï all the things that 

make for a dynamic church 

and a great place to call your 

spiritual home. 

My work at St. Thomas is 

concluding but not yet fin-

ished. Saying goodbye well is 

as important as saying hello 

well. Preparing you for your 

new rector is as important as 

the ongoing mission and min-

istry I have so happily engaged 

in at St. Thomas. 

To finish the transition, 

your Vestry and members of 

the Search Committee are con-

cluding the extraordinary work 

of discerning the right person 

to become rector of St. Tho-

mas. The Search Committee 

has worked countless hours to 

wade through data, find the 

best qualified candidates, win-

now the list to the few candi-

dates whose skillset compli-

ments the extensive ongoing 

ministry at St. Thomas. The 

level of detail and the hours 

committed to the task is noth-

ing short of extreme dedica-

tion and a sacrificial offering 

of love for you as members of 

the church. The Vestry will be 

responsible for making the 

final call, but the hardest work 

has been in the capable hands 

of the Search Committee. 

As most of you already 

know, Sherrie and I are mov-

ing on to St. Christopherôs by-

the-Sea Episcopal Church and 

Montessori School in Key 

Biscayne, Florida. I will be 

both rector and headmaster. 

While we will continue to pray 

for you and your ongoing suc-

cess, and will miss you, we are 

excited about this new oppor-

tunity to be involved in mis-

sion and ministry in this new 

community. 

I expect both churches to 

grow and prosper. I anticipate 

significant pastoral ministry to 

take place. I pray that God will 

raise up new leaders who will 

work hand in hand with the 

present leadership, deepening 

the leadership base and ex-

panding the role of both 

churches in the larger church. 

I wish to express my 

thanks and appreciation to 

Father Alvin and Father 

Horace and all who have so 

capably and colleagially 

worked beside me pastorally 

and on the altar. I also thank 

the chancel choir under the 

competent leadership of 

Weldon Redic and Cheryl 

Robinson, and contemporary 

choir under the leadership  of 

Mia and Jonathan Gerber. 

They have been such a bless-

ing to me. 

Additionally, I want to 

express my gratitude to the 

youth of the parish and to Mia 

for her loving commitment to 

the youth. I love the youth 

dearly and anticipate great 

news from them in years to 

come as their faith deepens 

and they reach even greater 

maturity. 

For those in the Stephen 

Ministry program, those who 

attended my various classes, 

and those attending midweek 

services, I am blessed by 

knowing that they have en-

joyed and responded to my 

instruction. It is such moments 

when I see the light come to 

someoneôs eyes, when some 

aspect of the faith really is 

taken in at a deeper level that 

reassure me that St. Thomas 

will continue to be blessed to 

be a blessing. 



INSIDE ST. THOMAS  

Fatherôs comments continued 

Finally, to the staff at St. Thomas, especially Dolly and Joan, I want to say ñhow great thou art.ò We have laughed and still 

worked hard. I will miss you all. I also am heartened by the prospect that the new rector will have a great team to work with. 

While my work is not yet complete, it is winding down. Saying goodbye is important and difficult when there is a caring con-

nection. Let us not just distance ourselves. Let us fully express the joy and sadness that comes ï to quote the Bard ñéparting is 

such sweet sorrow.ò Let us continue to love and uphold one another in prayer. And most importantly, let us continue our work for 

Godôs greater glory. 

My love to you all,   Father Bud+ 

 

 
ECW ï Fun Day!! 

Our regular meeting time the 2nd Thursday, January 10, 2007  @ 

10:00 AM followed by lunch. 

UNO, Bingo, Kings in the Corner, Dominoes, you name it ! 

Come one, come foursomes. !! 

The next meeting of the Episcopal Church Men (ECM), will take 

place on Saturday, January 12th 2008, at 8:30 A.M. 

The meeting place will be "Taste of Portugal" restaurant located at 15 

Palm Harbor Village Way (near Old King's Road); 447-3872. 

The speaker will be Sandra Malone, RN, a member of St. Thomas. 

Ladies are invited. 
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VAN FUND-RAISER  

HUGE SUCCESS 

 

Heart felt thanks to all of you who 

helped make this happen ð- 

For your monetary donations, your 

labor (table preparations, food prepa-

ration, food / beverage servers and 

clean-up). 

Total proceeds raised for our van fund:  

$1,505.!!! 

THANK YOU 

THANK YOU 

 

Parish Life Chair 

Yetta Souders 

 


